
Please mail or fax this form to info @ pcne.org or +31 50 4090732 before the 15th December 2012 

PHARMACEUTICAL CARE NETWORK EUROPE 
 

Working Conference 2013 – Abstract 
Collaborative pharmaceutical care in research and practice 

 
 
Title/Name 
 

Assoc 
Prof 

Sinthia Bosnic-
Anticevich 

Phone : +61 2 9351 5818 

Institute 
 

:University 
of Sydney 

 Fax : +61 2 9351 4391 

Street 
 

:Science 
Road 

 Skype :  

Postal code 
+ City 

:2135     

Country :Australia  Email 
address

: Sinthia.bosnic-
anticevich@sydney.edu.au 

 
The above mentioned participant in the PCNE WC 2013 wishes to submit following abstract for a poster or 
oral communication. If accepted and presented, the abstract will be published in the International Journal of 
Clinical Pharmacy. Please make sure the abstract is no longer than 350 words, excl. author-details. 
 
Title 
Asthma Management and collaboration in primary care 
Author(s)  
SZ Bosnic-Anticevich1, P Kearey1, M Furneaux2, C Kok1, L Smith1, B Saini1, I Krass1, H 
Reddel3, C Armour1 
1Faculty of Pharmacy, University of Sydney, Camperdown, NSW, 2 South Eastern Sydney 
Division of General Practice (SESDGP), Rosebury, NSW, 3 The Woolcock Institute of Medical 
Research, Glebe, NSW, Australia. 
 
Type of abstract 
X Research                   Practice development                   Practice implementation 
 
Aim of project/study: To identify the attitudes and perceptions of primary health care providers 
(HCP) on collaborative asthma management. 
 
Method 
A qualitative research approach was used and a series of interviews and focus groups 
conducted with primary HCPs. The sampling frame was all general practitioners (GPs), 
practice nurses (PNs), pharmacists, asthma educators (AE) and psychologists within a 
metropolitan health district. Data were collected using a semi-structured interview/focus group 
facilitation guide, audiotaped and transcribed verbatim. Content analysis was carried out using 
a deductive approach to identify major themes and concepts.  
Result(s) 
Four focus groups of GPs, PNs, pharmacists and psychologists were completed with 6, 7, 5 
and 5 participants, respectively. Interviews were conducted with 2 asthma educators. Barriers 
associated with the theme of asthma management were similar for GPs, PNs and pharmacists 
and were commonly related to patient-related factors including patient perceptions, adherence 
and self-management. Psychologists perceived a limited role for themselves in asthma 
management. AEs, focused on the challenges around minimal resources vs high demand. 
Psychologists and AEs had no experience in, nor did they perceive there to be a need to 
engage in, collaborative practices. While similar themes around collaboration were raised by 
GPs, PNs and pharmacists, their views within these themes differed. Some believed that 
collaboration already existed, others focused on perceived barriers. 

 +++ NB: PhD students still pay the early bird fee for their abstract if their abstract is accepted ++++ 


